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who have but one fault 


RECOMMENDATION OF HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE BISHOP OF TRENTON, N. J. 


I wish to recommend herewith most heartily the Apostolic work of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. Their work is truly Apostolic 
and is most dear to the heart of our beloved Holy Father, Pius XI, the Pope 
of the Missions. Any encouragement that you may give to them will be 
blessed most abundantly by Our Divine Master, JESUS CHRIST, who died 
on the Cross that all men may have Eternal Life. This Congregation of 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, we have made our very own in the 


Diocese of Trenton. Their work I have deemed most worthy of my special 


protection and I commend them most heartily to our good priests and faithful 


people. 
Imprimatur: +JOHN J. MCMAHON 
Bishop of Trenton, 
Trenton, N. J. 
———ere 


Remember the Orphans 


HE WHITE SISTERS are caring for almost a thousand little children in their Orphanages 
: INSATIABLE APPETITES! In these days of depression this is 


a serious fault indeed and the future 
would be very gloomy if the Sisters 


did not count on the assistance of the 


orphans. 


on their benefactors. 


Any offering, no matter how small, for the ORPHANS’ BREAD will be greatly appreciated 
by the Sisters. 


one of these my least brethren, you did it to me.’’—St. Matthew XXV. 


For information apply to Rev. Mother Superior, 319 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, N. J. 


Little Flower of Lisieux, to whom 


they have entrusted the care of their 


Daily folding their hands together, 
these little ones ask their holy pro- 


tectress to shower heavenly roses up- 


In return benefactors will have the prayers of these little ones and, better still, 
the blessing of Him Who was once a poor child Himself and who said: ‘As long as you did it to 
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The Messenger of Our Lady of Africa 


Published and edited with ecclesiastical approba- 
tion bi-monthly by the Missionary Sisters of Our 


Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, N. J. 


Subscription One Dollar a Year 


Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office 
at Metuchen, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


The Ways of Providence 


(Continued ) 


Cecilia Tells Her Story 


WEEK had quickly passed since my last visit to 
St. Charles’ Orphanage so I returned to hear 


some more of the girls’ stories. we do.’ 


We strolled down to the 
eucalyptus alley and while 
the younger ones played 
to their hearts’ content, 
Cecilia narrated: 


“IT was born amid the 
glorious mountains of Ka- 
bylia. I do not remember 
the country, which is sup- 
posed to be very pictur- 
esque, for I was two years 
old when my parents moved 
to a little village near Al- 
giers. There, they worked 
for a European lady who 
was very kind. When I 
grew older she was as a sec- 
ond mother to me, taught 
me French and sent me to 
a school where I learned to 
read and write. 

“Although my parents 
were not fervent Moham- 
medans, I would have 
nothing to do with my 
benefactor’s religion and 
on no condition would I 
have entered, a Catholic 
Church. 


“Once, I overheard a 
conversation between my 


Weaving an Oriental Rug 
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parents: ‘What if the Catholics have the true relig- 
ion,’ suggested mother, ‘Christians do more good than 
It grieved me very much because I was sure 


we were on the right path. 
However, the doubt did 
not last. That was only a 
passing incident, and the 
subject was soon dropped 
and never, to my knowl- 
edge, taken up again. 
“Shortly afterwards we 
left the village and went to 
live in a forest not far off. 
Our only neighbor, among 
the tall pine trees, was a 
Marabout, whose extreme 
fanaticism hastened to re- 
vive my parents’ fervor. 
‘As I felt a great need of 
God, I listened with pleas- 
ure to all the old Marabout 
taught about the Almighty, 
and I grew more fond of 
my religion. What he had 
to teach was not exactly 
what my heart yearned 
for, nevertheless, as I was 
then persuaded it was the 
truth, I stuck to it as such. 
“T was twelve years old 
when my elder sister fell 
seriously ill. She was mar- 
ried to a man as wicked as 
he was rich, and settled in 
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; our native land. Mother, 

/ hearing the sad news, went 
; A - to nurse her unfortunate 
daughter. She took my 
younger sister with her, 
leaving my brother and 
myself with father, but for 
a few weeks only, she 
thought; however, Al- 
mighty God disposed other- 
wise for the good of my 
soul. 

“My sister did not get 
better and, as her mother- 
in-law did not care for her, 
mother thought it best to 
remain there; thus her stay 
away from home dragged 
on to over a year. My 
father soon had enough of 
living alone and, saying he 
had found work, disap- 
peared now and again, for 
two or three days at a 
stretch, then for a week at 
a time, then he never came 
back. He sent us word 
that he had found work far 
away, that our neighbor would be in charge of us and 
that he would send us help whenever he could. 


“My brother was a great friend of the Marabout’s 
sons. He went to school with them and I had to re- 
main at home all alone. When vacation time came, 
he made up his mind to follow my father and he, too, 
left home. 

“T was then abandoned by all, alone in a poor hut, 
and rarely did anyone come to see me. Under these 
hard circumstances, and wondering how things were 
going to turn, I remembered having heard children 
speak of the native workrooms where Sisters taught 
lace making, embroidery and carpet weaving. I had 
asked mother to attend, but she had refused, but now, 
there was no one to keep me from doing as I pleased. 
Curiosity led me to the workroom to see what the 
children did there. I would have liked to have been 
given work to do at home, in order to occupy my long 
hours of solitude, but Sister said it was necessary for 
me to go to the workroom first so that I could learn 
to do neat work. 

“This I did willingly. I was very happy to earn 
my livelihood by my own work, and the days, with the 
exception of Sundays which seemed endless because 
the workrooms were closed, were no longer so lonely 
and uninteresting as in the past. 


“T was very regular at work and used to watch the 
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Missionary 


The perpetual adoption of a Mission. 
The annual adoption of a Missispar 
To support a dispensary for a vel 
The annual adoption of a child | 2? 
orphanages ae 


To ransom a woman or young girl f 
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Provide bread for a child, monthly 
To build a hut for a patient in Cent 
To support a leper in a hut for a me 
To clothe a girl so that she may go to 


to your friends. 


To keep a sanctuary lamp burning} 
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All those who help the missions in 


in the Masses, prayers and good 1 
Missionaries and the natives for the 


Three Masses are celebrated eve 


the Benefactors. 


Religious in all they did; their maternal care 
and charity struck me as quite out of the ordi- 
nary, and I said to myself: ‘What a pity it is 
that they'll never go to Heaven, for they do 
not believe in Mohammed. I must preserve 
them from such a misfortune; I'll convert 
them.’ I did not think this a difficult enter- 
prise, but what followed made me change my 
opinion. 

“Every evening I would accompany one of 
the Sisters for a short distance because we 
lived in the same direction, and, as we were 
alone, I thought it an excellent occasion to 
‘arry out my resolution. I spoke to Sister of 
Mohammed, of his make-believe miracles, of 
his doctrines, and told her what would happen 
to those who are not his faithful followers at 
the hour of death. But I soon realized it was 
a waste of time trying to convert her; she seemed to 
think nothing at all of what I said and had an answer 
ready for everything so that I soon found myself in an 
awkward position. And yet she was wrong, of course, 
and I was right; I was convinced of that. 

“Sister even dared state, and most firmly too, 
that there was but one true religion, and it was 
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good works offered up daily by the 
for their Benefactors. 


ed every month for the intentions of 


ants White Sisters” 


the one Catholics practiced, and added: 
“Would you like to become a Catholic?” 
“T was so angry that the next morning, as 
soon as I reached the workroom, I told everyone 
what had happened and I swore by all the Mar- 
abouts, whose names I knew, that I would 
never again have anything to do with that Sis- 
ter, who had so little esteem for our religion. 
“This state of things lasted several days; 
then an uncomfortable feeling, which was 
vague to begin with but which became evident, 
followed. After all, who was right, Sister or 
I? . . . Catholics do more good than we do, 
their life is purer. . . . I kept all this to my- 
self, and only God knows what a storm there 
was within my heart. 
“During lunch hour, one day, I noticed 
the Sister in charge of our work was writing 
a letter. I went to her and asked: 
‘Sister are you writing home? 
still living?’ 
She replied affirmatively and then I said: 
‘Sister it must have been hard for you to leave 
them.’ 


‘Yes, it was very hard,’ she admitted, ‘but for the 


Are your parents 
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love of God, I left my mother and father and all that 
I cherished in this world to come and devote my life 
to Arabs and Kabyles, and to show them the way to 


heaven. Whatever we may suffer for God in this life 
will be changed into eternal happiness in heaven.’ 

‘Sister,’ I continued, ‘when you are sad and suffer 
the thought of God consoles you; we suffer too, but 
there is no consolation for us in our sorrow.’ 

“This led to many a chat about the Divine Con- 
soler. Sister always had very inspiring or convincing 
answers to all my questions. I began to feel I was 
finding that which I had yearned for so long, that 
which I had searched for and thought the Marabout’s 
lessons would have given me—I began to feel I was 
finding the truth. However, I had no rest, for I 
thought, if the Catholic religion be the true one; I 
must follow it. What will my parents say? And my 
acquaintances? Could I stand to hear those I love 
cry: ‘Apostate! Apostate!’ 

“Oh, the anguish of it all! The tension was too 
great to last long, and one day I asked: 

‘Sister, is there but one true religion?’ 

‘Do you think God founded many of them?’ she 
replied. 

‘But, Sister, which is the right one?’ 

“T feared the answer and foresaw all it would re- 
quire of me; but instead of giving me a direct reply, 
Sister made me solve the problem myself: 

‘A good tree produces good fruit, does it not? And 
a bad tree only bad fruit. Now, what fruit does 
Mohammedanism produce, and what is the fruit 
of Catholicism?’ 

“T said nothing, but several different scenes 
presented themselves before my eyes. I seemed to 
see Sisters caring for the poor, 
nursing the sick, encouraging 
and helping here, and consoling 
there. . . . In vain did I seek 
for such scenes in my own Mo-/ 
hammedan surroundings. 

It was not possible that the 
Sisters had sacrificed all they 
loved to lead us astray, and who 
but God could have inspired 
this renunciation and such he- 
roic courage? Such were my 
thoughts at that critical mo- 
ment. 

“At home that night I was 
sadder than ever. I no longer 
doubted; I was sure I had found 
the truth. But, could I take 
the step?”—Sr. Mary W. S. 


(To be continued) 
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VERY day is a busy 
day for the White 
Sisters; there are always 
and everywhere souls to 
be saved, and this is our 
constant occupation. The 
days and the weeks fly 
by; even the years are 
too short for all we wish 
to do, but when the 
years are done and we 
leave this life for God’s 
eternity how happy we 
shall be that we tried to - ~ 
do our best. 
An interesting feature 
in our missionary career is our visits to the native vil- 
lages. This constant contact with the Kabyle women, 
who are always happy to see us facilitates our mission 
among them. By charity, in all its forms, we succeed 
in winning their confidence“and their affection. 
Slowly but surely we shall attain our goal. Some 
days ago, the women in a village which we were 
visiting said to us: “In truth, your religion is better 
than ours; it is the true one! IBAN AM ITIJ” (It 
is as evident as the sun.) ‘We can read it on your 
faces; TIFENT ENNAR.” (You are far above us.) 
We were sitting by the edge of the road, giving a 
moral lesson to a group of women, who were returning 
from the fountain, when suddenly a crowd of young 
boys hurtled down the mountain behind us and landed 
in our midst. They were ragged and dirty and 
barefooted but they greeted us with little bows and 
charming smiles. It is a pleasure to talk to these 
young people, who listen attentively to our words. 
One boy came forward and said, ““My mother would 
like you to come to see my little brother; he is very ill.” 
‘‘Where do you live my young friend?” 
“Up there on the top of the mountain.” 
The way would be long to our tired feet were there 
not a soul to be saved in the mountain hut. 
“Come show us the way, we shall follow you.” 
An old white-bearded man met us at the door and 
placed a mat for us to sit on. 
“Welcome to you! May you be blessed!”’ 
“Amin.” 
“May Allah rejoice your spirit!” 
“Amin.” 
“May Allah bless you and your family and your 
friends.” 
“Amin, amin,’’ we answered. 
A woman took a baby from a basket. Poor little 
mite, he was in rags and so tiny, so frail. His little 
body was cold and his breathing was very short, a 


’ 


A Village in Kabylia him 


babe of but fifteen days. 

We poured the sancti- 
fying water over his 
head for it was obvious 
he could not live long, 
indeed, that night he 
was in Heaven thanking 
God for the visit of the 
Christian Marabouts to 
the little hut on the 
mountain top. . 

For several months we 
had been visiting an old 
blind man. When I saw 
in rags on the 

ground, I thought of 
Lazarus, for I have never seen such abject misery. 
We used to speak to him of the beautiful and con- 
soling truths of our religion, of God’s love for us, of 
His mercy, of the great value of suffering and of the 
happiness promised to those who accept it for the 
love of God and the expiation of their sins. 

He took our words to heart and when death came 
he met it as a Christian. 

Louis Kaddour was another of our converts, who 
died just recently at the age of but twenty-nine years. 
He had worked for several years in a factory in France 
to provide for his old mother, who had been a widow 
for twelve years. When he returned to his home he 
was very ill with tuberculosis. All our efforts to save 
him were fruitless. During his illness, Louis edified 
all who came near him. ‘Do not weep, Mother,”’ 
he would say, “If you knew how good it is to suffer 
for God. To leave all the troubles of this life for 
eternal happiness is not to die,” and he constantly 
repeated his favorite prayer: ‘Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
I have confidence in Thee. I offer You all my suffer- 
ings for the conversion of the Moslems.’ He even 
tried to sing hymns. 

A Missionary Father brought him holy Communion 
every morning and when he felt the end was near he 
asked to receive the Last Sacraments. He called us 
to his bedside and said: “The ties which link my body 
to my soul are at last to be broken and I shall be free. 
Death is near, but I am not afraid. I am happy to 
die.”” He thanked us for what we had done for him, 
recommended his mother and little brother to our 
care, and promised not to forget us in Heaven. The 
Missionary gave him the last absolution and, while we 
were saying the prayers for the dying, he passed away. 

When we witness such proofs of God’s mercy and 
love, we forget all the hardships of a Missionary’s life 
in the joy of having been the instrument in saving a 
soul redeemed by Christ, and we pray that God may 


see fit to multiply these examples of faith and perse- 
verance.—Sr. Mary Thomas Aquinas W. 8S. 
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The Sanctuary Lamp and a Little Glow-Worm 


HE SANCTUARY LAMP. .! The mere thought 

of it brings to mind the Lonely Prisoner of our 
Tabernacles. It also speaks to Him of loving hearts 
that are kept afar struggling and laboring through 
the hardships of life. It tells of others who rival with 
its vivid flame and wish themselves to be consumed in 
the furnace of divine charity. It brightens the home 
of our Emmanual, and attracts the eye of the believer 
or the incredulous soul and often carries them over the 
waves of time to the Haven of everlasting peace and 
happiness. Finally, it is the incessant expression of 
the ever-living Roman Catholic Faith in the Real 
Presence of Him “Whose delights are to be with the 
children of men.” Such is the role and duty of this 
warm, bright, silent lamp. 


One evening, I sat writing long after my companions 
had retired to the dormitory. It was late when my 
task was finished; but before retiring, I entered our 
poor thatched mission chapel to bid ‘‘Good-night”’ to 
our Blessed Lord. 


The sanctuary lamp had been extinguished by the 
wind which has easy access through the so-called win- 
dows, just openings left in the walls for the purpose. 
The chapel would have been absolutely dark and 
lonely, if it were not for the silver spark of a tiny 
glow-worm which had found its way straight to the 
altar. There it was irradiating before the Taber- 
nacle. As I gazed on the gem-like insect I thought it 
harangued me thus: 


“The Lord hath made my shining light 
To cheer and beautify the night: 


And now upon His Altar, lo! 

How glad I am to shine on so!’ 
Pray, do not lift me from this Stone, 
For I must glow before His throne.” 


So, having lit the oil-lamp light, 

I left the glow-worm through the night 
At Jesus’ feet, with soft, bright spark 
Shine on for hours in the dark. 


Neate 


When I retired to take night's rest 
An ardent wish burned in my breast, 
For like the glow-worm I would stay, 
At Jesus’ feet to love and pray. 
—A White Sister 


Echoes from Africa 


Two little negroes arrived late for school; the Sister 
asked: 

“‘What made you late?”’ 

A little confused and after a moment’s hesitation, 
one of them replied: 

‘‘We just sold some banana trunks to the Fathers.”’ 

“From where did you get 
them?”’ 


and the third time turned away. The pagans, who were 
with Placide, asked him what was this wonderful ob- 
ject which had the power to frighten a wild beast. 
+ + + 

One day, King Yalsouida of Logo came to us for 
some medicine. We gave him a cup of coffee and 
some biscuits. “That is very 
good,”’ he said, “If you gave 


More hesitation, but the voice 
of conscience reproached so hard 
that they admitted their fault. 

“We took them in the Sisters’ 
yard,” they answered with down 
cast eyes. 

In order to punish them, the 
Sister took the salt they had re- 
ceived in payment. 

The catechism lesson began; 
after a few minutes another little 
boy went to the Sister and said: 

“T too, am in fault. I did as 
they; here is my salt.” 

+ + + 

Placide, a fervent Christian 
of the Mission of Toro, returned 
from Boutoukou where he was 
miraculously protected from im- 


me some every time I come, I 
should come more often.’”’ To 
his delight we gave him a hand- 
kerchief to replace the dirty rag 
he was using. Then he took all 
the biscuits which were left on 
the plate and departed, con- 
vinced that the Missionaries 
were his best and most generous 


subjects. 
+ + + 
A Sister writes from the Atlas 
Mountains: 


Eugene’s mother does not 
want him to go to Mass every 
day, so she keeps him locked in 
- the house until it is time for 

Paap > school. The child will not take 

fies any breakfast and at recreation 

time he asks a Missionary Father 
for Holy Communion. He does 


minent danger. He was charged tea 
by a buffalo three times, but 2 St tae 
being unarmed, he took hisrosary Sr ee 


in his hand and showed it to the 
animal who backed away twice 


Type of Kabyle Girl 


— 
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not want to deprive his soul of 
its daily nourishment, he says. 
—Echoes from Africa. 
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R. BLACKLEY, the Governor of Muanza ar- 
rived quite unexpectedly at the Mission of 
Soumwe. “I have come,” he said amiably ‘‘to see 
what is here. The Governor-General is expected next 
week and I must be able to tell him what is being done 
for the education of the native girls.” 

The White Sisters have a boarding school for the 
daughters of the native chiefs and officials. There 
are about twenty-four boarders from Soumwe and the 
surrounding country. The number will no doubt be 


greatly increased when the native families understand 


The Governor's Visit 


new parts under construction and then over the existing 
building and classes. His Excellency questioned the 
children and asked to photograph the first division. 

“Their uniform is very pleasing,’’ he said. 

Some of the children were singing and others were 
having a drill lesson, during which they did exercises 
in skipping and jumping over ropes. Seeing this the 
visitor picked up his camera and said: 

“T must take that. What fine exercises for these 
children! It is the best they could have. I shall do 
my best to increase the number of girls’ schools in the 


BBBBBE 


better the value of higher education for the girls. 
The success of this school will be a great influence for 
the future of the Mission. So far, it is doing well, 
and the natives themselves think highly of it. The 
building is in accordance with the latest plans and re- 
quirements of education, and among other innova- 
tions, it has twelve bathrooms. 

Its fame is spreading. The young king of Muanza 
has already called, rather prematurely it is true, to 
choose a well-bred and accomplished girl for his future 
bride. Other educated and influential natives also 
look to the White Sisters’ School to provide them with 
educated, native girls fit to be the wives of public men. 

When Governor Blackley arrived, the Father Superi- 
or brought him to the school and showed him over the 


Province of Muanza where there are over twenty 
thousand girls who receive no education whatever. 
It is a matter of urgency. We must press the educa- 
tion of girls, because that is our chief means of civil- 
izing the race. In the family, it is the mother who is 
most instrumental in the education of the children. 
The father does not pass on the education he has re- 
ceived; it is useful to him and to him only. We 
must, therefore, concern ourselves with the education 
of the girls throughout the country. I must speak 
to the Governor-General about it, and I shall suggest 
that he come here to Soumwe.” 

At the end of his visit, Governor Blackley did not 
attempt to conceal his satisfaction and esteem for all 
he had seen. 


-+hder- 


“There is only one thing to do here below: to love 
Jesus and to win souls for Him so that He may be loved.” 


(The Little Flower of Jesus) 


Printed in U.S. A. 
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